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e Lent

— Birthdays———————

Lord, help me to love
others the way you have
loved me—selflessly,
patiently, and without
condition. Open my
eyes to opportunities to
show kindness,
forgiveness, and grace
in my daily interactions.
Let my actions reflect
your love so others can
see you through me.

In Jesus’ name.
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FEBrUary DATES

COMMUNITY DINNER & GAME NIGHT - Saturday, February 7th, 5:00-8:00 pm
DIACONATE MEETING - Monday, February 9th at 6:30 pm I- -
43 7 ] | |

CABINET MEETING - Thursday, February 12th at 6:30 pm I. .

MEN’S BREAKFAST - Saturday, February 14th at 8:30 am I ..
——— e (EE—
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We've all heard

1 Corinthians 13. It's the
go-to reading for weddings,
the words you see on
decorative pillows and
Pinterest boards. But Paul
didn’t write this chapter for
romance or home décor—
it was written to a messy,
divided church.

The Corinthians were busy
one-upping each other,
showing off their spiritual
gifts like contestants on a
reality show. Paul stepped
in and said,

“You’re missing the
point. Let me show you
the most excellent way:

love.”

Remember the song

‘I Want to Know What
Love Is”? It's catchy,
emotional, and — let’s be
honest — it's been stuck in
your head at least once.
But what if we actually let
Apostle Paul answer that
question?

Love isn’t flashy or self-
serving. It’s patient. It's
kind. It's not about winning
arguments or keeping
score. It's forgiving when
forgiveness feels impossi-
ble. It's sacrificing when no
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By Ed Young

one’s watching.

Here’s the twist: Paul
wasn’t describing some-
thing we just feel—he was
describing something we
do.

Love is a choice.

It's choosing patience
when you're cut off in
traffic, choosing kindness
when a coworker gets
testy, and choosing
forgiveness even when
you don't feel like it. Love
isn’t passive; it's active.

Imagine if we lived this
out. How would it change
your relationships, your
workplace, your family?

The next time you want to
roll your eyes or snap

back, stop and ask, “What
does love look like here?”

Paul called this “the most
excellent way” for a
reason. It’s not easy, but
it's worth it.

Today, let’s do more
than sing about love or
decorate with it. Let’s live
it. After all, the love Paul
describes isn’t just
beautiful or sappy—it's
transformational.

PASTA & PRAISE NIGHT - Saturday, February 21 from 5:00-9:00 pm
. ¢ ! ! 3 | ] |
IGNITE & SPARK at WINTER CAMP - Friday, Feb. 27—Sunday, March 1st
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Saturday, February 7th
Potluck Dinner at 5 pm
' Games from 6-8 pm

g

A Community Event hosted by OPEN HANDS Ministry

Card Games e Board Games e Kid’s Games
W This event is open to all ages. Come alone or bring

your friends. Dinner starts at 5:00 pm and Games
start at 6:00 pm. It’s all FREE!

" valentine

. fundraiser
$ 15 : LFBOg)I(E\\j\IIEITRHRYOOSER CHOICE OF EITHER:

NS
o 6 CHOCOLATE DIPPED STRAWBERRIES ¥
o 10 CHOCOLATE DIPPED PRETZEL RODS

YOU MAY ADD ON AN ADDITIONAL BOX OF TREATS FOR $10 PER BO

CHOCOLATE? «+» FLOWERS? ¢
Supporting your favorite YOUTH GROUP students? +

ONE STOP SHOPPING for all of the above & v

Please consider using the link below to pre-order a valentine for someone
you love and help our Jr/Sr High youth groups raise funds for winter camp!
#0903
Scan the QR Code to order. Pickup date/time
and all other information can be found in the form.

*orders will not be fulfilled unless payment is received*

Grab your tickets now to
join us for a Pasta &
0’ 0’ & Praise Night!

R Teic By Your ticket will get you a
Jg IW bl meal (pasta, meatballs,
M é mgﬁ/{ND salad, bread) and
T WP :
entrance to join us for a

SATURDAY, FEBURARY 21st  worship night lead by
dinner at 5:00pm - music will begin at 6:00pm \/|cGrail Band!

It's going to be an

awesome night you won’t
with a family cap of $30 want to miss.

both the pasta & praise sections of the night will be located at
the First Congregational Church of North Brookfield : 144 N. Main Street

All proceeds of the night
will directly benefit Spark/
Please contact Kaitlyn and Paul Foucher Ignite teens to raise

for ticket/reservation information funds for winter camp!




Page 3

Good News | February 2026

For Clearway & Problem Pregnancy

g o Now until March
w5 NEEDED: Baby Clothes, Diapers, Blankets, etc.

Our Missions Focus for
February is a Virtual Baby
Shower for Clearway and

Problem Pregnancy

Most Needed items are:
Baby Clothes: sizes 0 to 6
months and 9 to 12 months
Blankets = Diapers = Baby
Wipes = $ for Car Seats =

We appreciate your help to the
women and babies that are
served through these programs
in Worcester.

inth
Chulch

Have you noticed?

There’s a lot of work being
done in the church building
lately and soon they will be

working in the office building.

So what’s going on?

We were recently contacted
by Rise insulation company
that works for MassSave

which is offering FREE Insulation is being blown
insulation to churches and into the ceilings as well as
other non-profits. the walls. This project was
approved by the building
Since we have little to no inspector. The only cost to
insulation in either building, the church was $5,000 from
the answer was, “Yes!” special funds to update the
Through this MassSave post & tube electricity in the
program, the church will not south wall of the sanctuary.
only save on heating costs,
but will also receive approxi- Thanks to Mike Kularski
mately $150,000 worth of and Andy Caron for helping
work for no cost. oversee this project.

wo men s
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Two upcoming events for the women of the church...

NOTEBOOK_

(& SECRET SISTER RE\IEAI.!!!!’

“Match the Babies” is a fun way to Ladies Movie Night (Afternoon) is all
connect and have fun guessing whose set for Saturday, March 7th at 2:00 pm.
baby picture belongs to which of our All women of the church are invited to

church sisters.

come, relax, and watch The Notebook.

Locate the bulletin board that Jeannine Bring your Pj’s, blankets & pillows.
Fish has set up in the church and make Snacks will be provided.
your best guesses. You might just be

surprised!

It’s basically a slumber party with
our Secret Sister reveal!

Where are your
I teenagers every
Sunday at 3:30
pm? If it’s not at
Ignite & Spark,
they’re obviously
not having fun!
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HAPPY

FEBRUARY

BIRTHDAY!

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 18th with

For those 65+' ) . )
our first mid-week service at 7:00 pm.

Peter Nagle Feb. 1
Mona Churchey  Feb. 6 During Lent, we seek the Lord in prayer by reading
Linda Jones Feb. 27

Scripture, praying, and fasting in preparation to
celebrate Jesus’ resurrection at Easter.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the
world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. - Ephesians 1:3-4

GOD S IMMEASURABLE LOVE

1

10:45 Worship
3:30-5:30
Spark & Ignite

2

9:45 Women’s
Bible Study

1:30 Grace Bible
Study

3

6:15 Men’s
Bible Study

5

10-12 Food
Pantry

6:30 Prayer
Meeting

6

10:15 -12:00
Prayer Group

7

9:30 Bible
Journaling
5:00-8:00 pm
DINNER &
GAME NIGHT

8

10:45 Worship
3:30-5:30
Spark & Ignite

9

9:45 Women’s
Bible Study

1:30 Grace Bible
Study

6:30 Diaconate

10

6:15 Men’s
Bible Study

12

10-12 Food
Pantry

6:30 Prayer
Meeting
6:30 Cabinet

13

10:15 -12:00
Prayer Group

14

8:30 Men’s
Breakfast

9:30 Bible
Journaling
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15

10:45 Worship
3:30-5:30
Spark & Ignite

16

9:45 Women’s
Bible Study

1:30 Grace Bible
Study

17

6:15 Men’s
Bible Study

18

ASH
WEDNESDAY
7:00 Lenten
Service

19

10-12 Food
Pantry

6:30 Prayer
Meeting

20

10:15 -12:00
Prayer Group

21

9:30 Bible
Journaling
5:00-9:00 pm
PASTA &
PRAISE NIGHT

22

10:45 Worship
3:30-5:30
Spark & Ignite

23

9:45 Women’s
Bible Study

1:30 Grace Bible
Study

24

6:15 Men’s
Bible Study

25

7:00 Lenten
Service

26

10-12 Food
Pantry

6:30 Prayer
Meeting

27

10:15 -12:00
Prayer Group

IGNITE & SPARK
at WINTER CAMP

Please notify Deb at the church office for any calendar changes.

OFFICE HOURS: Tues, Wed, Thur, 9:00 am—1:00 pm

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF NORTH BROOKFIELD
144 North Main Street | North Brookfield, MA 01535
508-867-8428 | website: Firstchurchnb.org

28

9:30 Bible
Journaling

IGNITE & SPARK
at WINTER CAMP

Articles, photos, and news items may be sent to deb@firstchurchnb.org



